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The receptionist asks what material things she needs (diapers, 
wipes, baby clothes, maternity clothes, toys, baby furniture, 
formula, etc.), and then begins gathering the requested items 
while the client and mentor start the session. Like everyone 
involved with the Pregnancy Care Centers, mentors are 
volunteers who enjoy sharing God’s love with the people they 
serve. They are not trained counselors, pastors, or medical 
professionals, and come from a wide range of careers and 
backgrounds. The mentor starts the session by filling out the 
intake sheet for new clients or verifying the information on the 
intake sheet for existing clients. This is important for record 
keeping, but also helps to bring up valuable potential discussion 
points for the mentor and client. The sheet includes questions 
about the client’s opinions on various topics like baptism, 
abortion, and their religious background.  “What is your church 
background?” is one of the first questions on the intake form. In 
other words, “What do you believe about God?” This gives 
mentors a good starting point for sharing the faith. Once this form 
is completed, most mentors have a devotion with the client and 
offer books from the centers’ selection of Bible study books or 
review books the client has completed with the client. By 
completing these study books, clients can earn points, which can 
be used to “buy” additional new baby supplies. All the services 
and goods offered are free of charge.

I would like to share a brief personal story. Remember when I 
asked you to think of what you would say to someone with no 
prior knowledge of religion? It wasn’t hypothetical for me! On my 
very first day as a mentor at the center, I was faced with this very 
question. My first client came in with no religious background at 
all. She had never been to church, didn’t know anything about 
God, and had never even seen a Bible. (Wow, what a way to 
start!) My mind was racing as I wondered what to say. I worried I 
might overwhelm or intimidate her. This question has remained on 
my mind as I’ve worked with other clients as well. How do you 
simplify pages and pages of the Bible, down to just a few 
sentences in a few short minutes? What do you say to someone 
who doesn’t know God? It may not be at the Pregnancy Care 
Center and it may not be someone who doesn’t know anything at 
all about God, but you may have to explain your faith to someone 
who doesn’t believe the same things you do. It’s scary for all of 
us, but God is with us and he will use us as his instruments. We 
don’t have to worry about saying the perfect thing. We get to 
simply share the hope and comfort we have in Jesus, and God 
will take care of the rest!


- Meghan Wilde, Mentor, Flint PCC

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY? 
What would you say to a person who tells you that he or she has 
never been to church and has no background knowledge of the 
Bible whatsoever? Since many of our interactions are with other 
Christians, we may not face this dilemma very often, and it is 
pretty rare to find someone who doesn’t know anything at all 
about the Bible! Whether they believe or not, most people have at 
least some religious background. So, what would you say to this 
person who has no prior knowledge of Christianity? As Christians 
we think to ourselves, “Just tell the story of Jesus.” But that’s a 
long story with a good deal of information, isn’t it? Maybe you 
think of the story of the creation of the world, or the fall into sin, 
or Jesus with the woman at the well, or Jesus’ baptism, or… the 
list could go on and on, couldn’t it? There’s so much you want to 
tell this person, so much of God’s love you want to show them. 
But not all at once, right? 

First, lets back up a bit. You might be looking at this newsletter, 
thinking you have no idea what a session at the Pregnancy Care 
Center even looks like. I’ll walk you through the process. When a 
client calls to make an appointment, she is greeted by one of the 
“helpliners.” A helpliner is someone who answers the forwarded 
phone line, often from home. She works with the client to find an 
appointment slot during one of the centers’ open hours that 
works for her, and tries to get a basic idea of the client’s most 
urgent needs.

On the day of the appointment, the client checks in with the 
receptionist at the center, and is greeted with a warm smile (even 
if it might be behind a mask these days!) and a friendly “hello.”
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